
The School of 
Hospitality Business 

presents: 

Alumni 
Engagement 

Day 

 

Class Schedule 

Thursday,  
September 21, 2023 

10:20 AM—11:40 AM 
HB 207—Hospitality Management & Leadership 
Loca on—M200 
ProfessorÊJeffÊElsworth 
Alumni Guests: Richard Farrar (BA ‘73) and  
Jacob Dondzila (BA ‘12) 
 
HB 273—Hospitality Business Analy cs 
Loca on—E230 
ProfessorÊJamesÊKim 
Alumni Guest: John Theuer (BA ‘83, MBA ‘83) 
 
HB 346—Hospitality Managed Services  
Loca on—N021 
InstructorÊTimÊMehlberg 
Alumni Guest: Cur s Lease (BA ’91)  
 
HB 489—Hospitality Business Strategy 
Loca on—N105 
ProfessorÊBonnieÊKnutson 
Alumni Guest: Alison Wallace (BA ‘97) 
 
12:40 PM—2 PM 
HB 273—Hospitality Business Analy cs 
Loca on—E230 
ProfessorÊJamesÊKim 
Alumni Guests: Brian DeMeester (BA ’98)  
and Rhyan Begay  
 
HB 302—Hospitality Managerial Accoun ng 
Loca on—ÊN106 
ProfessorÊMiRanÊKim 
Alumni Guest:  John Theuer (BA ‘83, MBA ‘83) 
 
HB 358—Hospitality Entrepreneurship 
Loca on—N103 
ProfessorÊJeffÊElsworth 
Alumni Guest: Curt Hilliker (BA ‘88) 
 
3 PM—4:20 PM 
HB 280—Introduc on to Event Management 
Loca on—N021 
InstructorÊTimÊMehlberg 
Alumni Guest: David DuBois (BA ‘78) 
 
HB 337—Hospitality Informa on Systems 
Loca on—M200 
ProfessorÊLuÊZhang 
Alumni Guests: Brian DeMeester (BA ‘98),  
Rhyan Begay, and Jennifer Thorn (BA ‘96) 

Thank you for par cipa ng in Alumni  
Engagement Day! We look forward to  
seeing you at our next School event! 

 
Scan QR code for list of upcoming events: 



Rhyan Begay 
Rooms Director, FireKeepers Casino Hotel 

RhyanÊhasÊanÊextensiveÊhistoryÊwithÊFireKeepersÊCasinoÊ
HotelÊhavingÊservedÊasÊanÊExecu veÊHostÊandÊYieldÊ

Manager.ÊAsÊRoomsÊDirector,ÊsheÊoverseesÊcateringÊandÊ
sales,ÊfrontÊdesk,ÊguestÊservices,ÊandÊQualityÊInnÊ&ÊSuitesÊ
(ownedÊbyÊFireKeepers). 

 
Brian DeMeester (BA ‘98) 

Execu ve Housekeeper, FireKeepers Casino Hotel 
AsÊtheÊExecu veÊHousekeeperÊsinceÊFebruaryÊ2023,Ê

BrianÊisÊresponsibleÊforÊtheÊsupportÊandÊdirec onÊofÊtheÊ
EnvironmentalÊServicesÊ(EVS),ÊHousekeeping,ÊandÊ
LaundryÊteamÊforÊtheÊ453-luxuryÊroomÊhotelÊandÊ

111,000+Êsq.Ê .Êcasino.ÊPriorÊtoÊFireKeepers,ÊBrianÊwasÊ
theÊExecu veÊHousekeeperÊforÊAmwayÊGrandÊPlazaÊinÊ

GrandÊRapidsÊforÊsevenÊyearsÊandÊDirectorÊofÊ
HousekeepingÊatÊTheÊHÊHotelÊinÊMidlandÊforÊsevenÊyears. 

 
Jacob Dondzila (BA ‘12) 

Director of Rooms, Waldorf Astoria Hotel, Washington, DC 
JacobÊisÊaÊresults-orientedÊhospitalityÊprofessionalÊ
possessingÊexcep onalÊadministra ve,Êmanagerial,ÊandÊ

organiza onalÊskills.ÊHeÊisÊanÊinnova veÊachieverÊwhoÊ
canÊdeliveryÊop malÊsolu onsÊtoÊmaximizeÊguestÊ

sa sfac onÊwhileÊensuringÊproperÊandÊprofitableÊ
businessÊopera ons. 

 
David DuBois (BA ‘78)  

CEO/President/Publisher, The Exhibitor Group 
DavidÊisÊmostÊrecentlyÊwithÊTheÊExhibitorÊGroupÊandÊ
priorÊtoÊheÊservedÊasÊPresidentÊandÊCEOÊofÊtheÊ

Interna onalÊAssocia onÊofÊExhibi onsÊandÊEventsÊ(IAEE)Ê
sinceÊ2012.ÊHeÊisÊanÊexperiencedÊPresidentÊwithÊ

demonstratedÊhistoryÊworkingÊinÊtheÊnon-profitÊ
organiza onÊmanagementÊindustry.ÊHeÊisÊskilledÊinÊ

catering,Êbudge ng,Êfood/beverage,ÊhotelÊmanagement,Ê
andÊhospitality.Ê 

 

Richard Farrar (BA ’73) 
Principal of The Farrar Consul ng Group  

RichardÊworkedÊ37ÊyearsÊwithÊMarrio ÊInterna onalÊpriorÊtoÊ
establishingÊÊhisÊownÊconsul ngÊfirm.ÊHeÊwasÊViceÊPresidentÊofÊ

OwnerÊandÊFranchiseÊServices,ÊresponsibleÊforÊopenings,Ê
marke ng,ÊandÊcommunica ons.ÊInÊ2007Êalone,ÊhisÊ
departmentÊopenedÊorÊconvertedÊ140ÊnewÊMarrio ÊLodgingÊ

Proper es.ÊInÊaddi on,ÊRichardÊwasÊresponsibleÊforÊfacilita ngÊ
orÊsponsoringÊconferences,Êmee ngs,ÊandÊtrainingÊandÊ

orienta onÊsessionsÊwithÊtheÊMarrio ÊownerÊandÊfranchiseÊ
community.ÊÊHeÊnowÊÊleadsÊFarrarÊConsul ngÊGroupÊwhichÊ

specializesÊinÊallÊaspectsÊofÊsalesÊandÊmarke ngÊinÊlodging.Ê 
 
Curt Hilliker (BA ‘88) 

President, Commercial Solar Arizona 
CurtÊleadsÊtheÊCommercialÊ&ÊIndustrialÊSolarÊTeam.Ê

CommercialÊSolarÊArizonaÊhelpsÊcompaniesÊtransi onÊtoÊ
renewableÊformsÊofÊenergyÊusingÊtheÊmostÊtechnologicallyÊ

advancedÊsolarÊPVÊandÊenergyÊstorageÊequipmentÊavailable.Ê
TheyÊserveÊregional,Êna onal,ÊandÊglobalÊclientsÊinÊ

manufacturing,Êdistribu on,Êwarehousing,Êmul -family,ÊandÊ
chemical/semiconductorÊindustries. 
 

Cur s Lease (BA ‘91) 
Regional Vice President, American Dining Crea ons 

Cur sÊisÊanÊexperiencedÊoperatorÊandÊleaderÊwithÊ
demonstratedÊhistoryÊworkingÊinÊtheÊhospitalityÊandÊdiningÊ

servicesÊindustry.ÊHeÊisÊaÊcrea veÊprofessionalÊfocusedÊonÊ
helpingÊtransformÊworkplaceÊdiningÊthroughÊcustomÊdiningÊ

op ons,ÊculinaryÊinnova on,ÊandÊanÊemphasisÊonÊhealthÊandÊ
wellness.ÊSkilledÊinÊhospitalityÊmanagement,Êfood/beverage,Ê
catering,Êbudge ng,Êopera onsÊmanagement,ÊandÊdrivingÊ

businessÊgrowth. 
Ê 

John Theuer (BA ’83, MBA ’83) 
Chief Financial Officer, Simms Restaurants and Partake 

Collec ve 
FormerÊCFOÊwithÊPizzaÊStudio,ÊCoffeeÊBeanÊ&ÊTeaÊLeaÊ

Leaf,ÊandÊEureka!ÊRestaurantÊGroup.ÊAÊ30+ÊyearÊindustryÊ
veteran,ÊJohnÊmostÊrecentlyÊwasÊpartÊofÊtheÊexecu veÊ

teamÊthatÊguidedÊtheÊsaleÊofÊCoffeeÊBeanÊtoÊaÊtrioÊofÊ
private-equityÊfirmsÊledÊbyÊAdventÊInterna onal.ÊPriorÊtoÊ

that,ÊheÊwasÊCFOÊofÊPandaÊRestaurantÊGroupÊInc.,ÊparentÊ
ofÊtheÊPandaÊExpressÊchain.Ê 
 

Jennifer Thorn (BA ‘96)  
Area Director of Sales & Marke ng, Kimpton Hotels of 

New England 
JenniferÊhasÊoverÊ20ÊyearsÊofÊhospitalityÊexperienceÊwithÊ

special esÊinÊindependentÊluxuryÊhotelÊandÊresortÊsales,Ê
marke ng,Êbranding,Êposi oning,Êpartnerships,ÊpublicÊ
rela ons,ÊrevenueÊmanagement,ÊandÊgroupÊandÊ

transientÊleadership.ÊÊ 
 

Alison Wallace (BA ‘97)  
Area Director of Sales, Hiltons of Chicago 

AnÊexperiencedÊAreaÊDirectorÊofÊSalesÊwithÊaÊ
demonstratedÊhistoryÊofÊworkingÊinÊtheÊhospitalityÊ

industry.ÊSheÊisÊaÊstrongÊsalesÊprofessionalÊskilledÊinÊ
sales,ÊaccountÊmanagement,Êmarke ngÊstrategy,Ê
tourism,ÊandÊmee ngÊplanning. 

 


